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Subject: West Nile Virus (WNV) 

West Nile Virus (WNV) has come to Idaho.  Last year, Idaho had nearly 1,000 reported cases; 
this was the most of any state and accounted for nearly one-fourth of all recorded cases 
nationwide.   

As leadership for Idaho Bureau of Land Management (BLM), let’s make sure our employees, 
particularly our field-going employees, are aware of effective measures to protect themselves 
from WNV.  The Center for Disease Control’s “Fight the Bite” public information campaign 
contains valuable information on how to protect yourself against this potentially serious illness.  
It can be found at: http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/wnv_factsheet.htm and 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/prevention_info.htm.  

In an effort to increase awareness and help public land visitors better protect themselves while 
recreating on BLM-administered lands, I am also encouraging you to have this information 
posted in areas most frequented by the public, i.e. visitor centers, fee campgrounds and popular 
trailheads.  A link to this information is also posted on our internal and external websites.   

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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